(8) Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 8-316281 (1996): 
"FAILURE INSPECTION DEVICE" 

The following is an English translation of the abstract. 

[Abstract] 

[Object] To provide a failure inspection device capable of inspecting a failure even in a 
multilayer wiring. 

[Configuration] The present invention is directed to a failure inspection device 1 for 
irradiating a laser light upon a sample such as a wafer 10 having a wiring pattern 11 formed on a 
base material for a silicon 10a and the like, and performing a failure inspection of the wiring 11 
using a two-dimensional image obtained based on a change in a current flowing through the 
wiring pattern 11. The failure inspection device 1 includes an infrared laser light source 31 for 
example, for emitting a laser light whose wave length passes through the base material and 
absorbed in the wiring pattern 11, a scan section 32 for scanning the sample with the laser light 
emitted from the infrared laser light source 31, and a calculation section 4 for calculating the 
two-dimensional image based on the change in the current flowing through the wiring pattern 11 
by the irradiation of the laser light. 
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